








25 FARM TRACTOR "YEARS” OF EXPERIENCE 

& Z&eade 

Even though it was in 1931 that "Caterpillar” pioneered the Diesel tractor, many 
owners now have done what equals 25, 35 and even 50 years of farm work with 
individual machines! 

• For the average farm tractor in the United States does less than 1,000 hours 
of work per year. 

• Reported in this booklet are a few of the many veteran "Caterpillar” Diesel 
machines which have proved —and are continuing to prove —that exceptionally 
long life is built into this line of equipment. 

• The conditions under which the "Caterpillar” Diesels cited here have attained 
their big-hour totals are varied —and so are the tools they have pulled and the 
jobs they have done. But the work they have done is typical for tractors of their 
size, power and make. 

• Here are scores of years of valid experience to provide you unbiased proof 
on the long-time dividends "Caterpillar” Diesel Power is built to give! 
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No. 1C3... SECOND FARM DIESEL SOLD 

...HAS WORKED 31,860 HOURS IN HAWAII! 


No 1C3 took a heavy assignment when it went to work for 
Oahu Sugar Co., Ltd., Waipahu, Hawaii, November 7, 1931. 
Pulling the huge, heavy-draft sugarland plow, as the pic¬ 
ture shows, has been one of lC3’s regular jobs through 
the years—as also have been subsoiling, heavy harrow¬ 
ing and hauling trains of loaded cane cars. 

Yet tough veteran 1C3 still is going strong after 31,860 
hours of heavy work. As the letter from Manager H. 
L'Oranqe states, 1 C3 . . . "will undoubtedly render many 




















No. 1C12.. .THIRD FARMING DIESEL... SET WORLD 
ECONOMY MARK... 36,000 WORK-HOURS AGO! 











“Caterpillar’’ Diesel Tractor No. 1 C1 2 was the third Diesel sold for farming — and the 
first one to enter Oregon. When No. 1 Cl 2 went to work in March 1 932, grain prices were 
ruinously low — and growers eagerly were seeking the way to reduce production costs 
in order to stay in business. It was natural, then, for No. 1 Cl 2 to become the central figure 
in a dramatic operating economy test. The test was made under the interested watch of 
leading grain growers, agricultural engineers from state colleges, farm paper editors and 
others. No. 1C1 2 focussed world attention on "Caterpillar” Diesel economy by plowing 
6880 acres for an out-of-pocket expense of only 7-4/5c per acre—which then was the 
lowest figure known for good moldboard plowing. 

In 1936, No. 1 C1 2 was traded by the original owner on a new machine — and was 
purchased by W. A. Hartfield, Arlington, Oregon. Since then, No. 1 C1 2 has done over 
20,000 hours of work for Mr. Hartfield—to make its working total more than 36,000 
hours. Called "Old Tusko" by her owner, because she seems as tough and indestructible 
as an elephant, veteran 1 Cl 2 now is used as a stand-by unit. She still is ready to "pitch-in” 
and help out the Diesel D7 and 2 D6s on the Hartfield Ranch, whenever needed! 






























OF HIS “CATERPILLAR" DIESELS HAVE TOPPED 
THE 15,000-HOUR MARK! ... AND ONE HAS 37,000 

HOURS TO ITS CREDIT! 


Elmer C. Von Glahn, Corcoran, California, is one of the 
world's largest producers of irrigated grain. His ranching 
enterprises include growing 30,000 acres of barley and 
wheat; some 15,000 acres of cotton, alfalfa and other 
irrigated crops. 

The Diesel RD8, in front of which Mr. Von Glahn is shown 
standing, was purchased November 15, 1935. Within 9 V 2 
years, this tractor had done over 37,000 hours of dusty, 
heavy-duty work. 

Its typical jobs, reports Mr. Von Glahn, are pulling 24 
feet of heavy, offset disk harrow; or 60 feet of grain drills; 
or two 150-Series John Deere disk plows. In all of its long 
life, this RD8 has had only 3 major overhauls! Mr. Von Glahn 
believes that a main feature responsible for his RD8’s long- 
continued performance is that its vital parts are properly 
sealed to keep out dust and moisture. 

And 7 other members of his large “Caterpillar” Diesel 
Tractor fleet have been on the job long enough to prove that 
his RD8's durability record is no fluke. 

“I have eight ‘Caterpillar’ Diesel Tractors that have all 
had over 15,000 hours use each", declares Mr. Von Glahn. 











EARLY DIESEL D2 AVERAGES 

2,570 HOURS PER YEAR FOR FIRST 7 WORKING YEARS! 
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This Diesel D2 Tractor, No. 3J49, went to work on the Lohr 
Ranch, Wasco, California, March 28, 1938. 

Part of the time it has pulled overloads—often it has 
worked under extreme dust conditions—all of the time it has 
produced plenty of power and stayed on the job when needed. 

Latest report on this D2 shows that its hour meter has 
registered over 1 8,000 hours of work—is still going strong— 
and is expected to continue serving at moderate upkeep 
expense for many thousand more hours. 

Though this Diesel D2 replaced an economical spark- 
ignition "Caterpillar” Twenty-Two, its owner, Mrs. Milton 
Lohr states that it has saved over $2,700.00—on fuel expense 
alone. 

Thus has concentrated use speeded up establishing on-the- 
job proof of the long life built into the "Caterpillar” Diesel 
D2 Tractor. For in a 7-year span, this D2 has done what 
equals more than 18 years of work in the hands of the average 


The Lohr Diesel D2 is shown leveling 
land under extreme dust conditions. 
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“OUR FIRST 2 DIESELS EACH 
SAVED $9,000.00 IN THEIR 
FIRST 18,000 WORKING HOURS” 


SEABROOK AND BAITINGER, 
Bridgeton, New Jersey 


Paul Baitinger, Manager, Seabrook and Baitinger, Bridgeton, 
New Jersey, relates that several well-meaning persons, un¬ 
familiar with “Caterpillar" Diesels, predicted that the engines 
would not stand up to tractor duty—without frequent and ex¬ 
cessive repairs. However, he bought 2 Diesel Fortys in 1935— 
put them on dusty, sandy market-vegetable growing work. 

“All attention was directed toward those tractors", states Mr. 
Baitinger. "We used them hard because our gasoline tractors 
were badly worn. After 6 months usage, instead of needing 
repairs, they were giving excellent performance. 

“When one year had gone by, nothing happened—2 years 
passed, 3 years, 4 years and then 5 years, and during the fifth 
year the Fortys commenced to use a little oil and, more due to 
curiosity than necessity, we pulled the motors down and found 
the top ring stuck on each piston. There was very little wear on 
sleeves and pistons. However, since the motors were down, we 
put in new sleeves and pistons .... 

“From then on I have heard nothing but praise for the ‘Cater¬ 
pillar’ Diesel Tractors—and now after 9 years, we are rebuilding 
these motors again. We have had nothing but smooth performance 
with these tractors . . . We have had very excellent cooperation 
from our ‘Caterpillar’ dealer.” 

Mr. Baitinger’s detailed report shows that the firm’s first 2 
Diesel Fortys have each saved $9000.00 on fuel expense alone, 
in over 18,000 hours of operation. In April, 1945, Seabrook 
and Baitinger owned 33 “Caterpillar" Diesel Tractors—one of 
the largest Diesel farming fleets east of the Mississippi River! 


Shown here is one squadron of fhe 
Seabrook & Baitinger fleet of Diesels. 




























CANADIAN’S RD4 


SAVES TWICE ITS FIRST COST 


IN 24,000 HOURS! 


In March 1936, C. T. Vaughan, Estevan, Saskatche¬ 
wan, replaced two 20-h.p. spark-ignition wheel 
tractors with “Caterpillar” Diesel RD4 No. 4G392. 

He put it to work, in season, doing general farm 
work: plowing, one-way disking, seeding and 
combining. In spare time, this RD4 kept busy doing 
Prairie Farm Rehabilitation work during 3 years. 
And for several months each year, when not doing 
farm work, it has done a huge volume of work for 
the rural municipality on road construction. 

In its 9 working years, reports Mr. Vaughan, this 
Diesel RD4 has done more than 24,000 hours of 
heavy work (equal to 24 years, at least, on the 
average Prairie Province Farm). 

And Mr. Vaughan’s records show that in its 
24,000 working hours, this RD4 has saved twice 
its original cost, compared with the tractors it 
replaced—plus almost enough besides to pay its 
total repair expense! 








HAWAIIAN PINEAPPLE COMPANY, LTD. 


FFIN 9 YEARS! 


In its first 9 years of duty for Hawaiian Pineapple Company, Ltd., Wahiawa, 
Hawaii, "Caterpillar” Diesel RD8 Tractor No. 1H341 has had few "off 
days”. Its record of averaging 3456 working hours per year also implies 
that it has done plenty of day-and-night, round-the-clock work during 
rush periods. 

It has pulled heavy loads like the heavy-duty hydraulic-controlled 
knifer (extra deep-working subsoiler); a huge disk plow; pineapple 
stump-cutting tools and other heavy-draft implements. 

Reporting on this RD8 when it had recorded 31,017 hours of work, 
Hawaiian Pineapple’s Mechanical Department Superintendent, G. R. 
Vinsonhaler, says: "The necessary repairs to this machine have been very 
moderate. The pistons and liners have been changed only four times; the 
cylinder heads one time and the main bearings . . . only one time. Two 
new sets of tracks have been installed and other necessary repairs have 
been in proportion. 

We consider this to be very satisfactory and we are much pleased 
with the service obtained in the operation of 'Caterpillar' Diesel Tractors.” 

Hawaiian Pineapple Company, Ltd. has been using "Caterpillar” 
track-type Tractors for more than a quarter of a century! 


HAWAIIAN PINEAPPLE COMPANY 
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The large picture shows one of Mr. Salyer’s " long-timers" at work. 
Below, Mr. Salyer, standing beside one of his record-makers. 
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O MEMBERS OF FLEET OF 15 CROWD 

28 ? 000-H0UR D7 FOR H0N0RS!..for E. C. SALYER, Corcoran, California 



Since July 7, 1936, Diesel D7 No. 9G881 has been at work for E. C. Salyer, 
Corcoran, California—powering a bulldozer and pulling a large carry-type 
scraper to build levees and level land for irrigation; and to do heavy general 
farm work. (In addition this tractor did contract work helping bulldoze roadbed 
for the Santa Fe railroad and was used on 3 government jobs). By the end of 
1944, this tractor had done more than 28,000 hours of work. 

“I own 15 ‘Caterpillar’ Machines and am 100% ‘Caterpillar’”, states 
Mr. Salyer. ‘‘Out of this number, I own 9 ‘Caterpillar’ Diesels with more than 
15,000 hours each on them. 

“I maintain my own repair shop where I do approximately 75% of my 
repair work. Ranch hands do most of the repair work under supervision of my 
own mechanics and the ‘Caterpillar’ Dealer’s mechanics”. 

Accounting for the long working life of these tractors, Mr. Salyer believes, 
are “ . . . the material they are made of . . . the way they are sealed (against 
dust) . . . the workmanship on them and accessibility to repair." 














DIESEL QUARTET SAVES $35,000 
.. .10 MORE WORKING YEARS EXPECTED! 

On June 1, 1939, a quartet of "Caterpillar” Diesel D17000 Engines were installed to take over a big 
pumping job for Henderson County Drainage Districts No. 1 and No. 2 near Carman, Illinois—replacing 
two 350-horsepower electric motors. 

These engines were installed in pairs (note photo), each pair powering a 48-inch Buffalo centrifugal 
pump. Within 5 Vi years, reports Samuel Stevenson, Secretary for the Districts, these 4 engines had each 
done a total of 17,000 hours of work. Together, his report shows, the 4 D 17000s had saved a total of 
$35,000.00 on operating expense—as compared with previous electric bills. 

These Drainage Districts comprise 14,000 acres of rich Mississippi River bottom land which are 
too wet to farm—except by keeping the water level down by pumping. The maintenance tax in 1938, 
before installing these Diesels, was $1.75 per acre. Present maintenance tax is only $1.00 per acre, 
and Secretary Stevenson states that pumping costs, alone, do not absorb even a 60c per acre levy. 

"In addition to the lower annual operating cost”, he adds, "we are now carrying the water level 
one foot lower than it was ever carried before. 

"After five years with a minimum of expense, we feel we should get 15 or 20 years' service from 
these engines by taking care of them and making replacements as needed”. (This would mean a total 
economical working life of 50,000 or more hours). 























FARM FLEET OF SIX IN MINNESOTA 

HAS WORKED AVERAGE OF 25,000 HOURS! 



Five of the six 25000-hour Diesels, to which Mr. 
Florance refers, are shown pulling combines. 
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Low prices for farm products in 1933 led M. J. Florance, Northcote, Minnesota, 
to equip with “Caterpillar” Diesel power—to do the heavy work on his large 
acreage. 

Now after 12 working seasons, 6 Diesel Thirty-Fives in his fleet have 
operated an average of 25,000 hours. 

Operating under conditions that may be called average, these 6 machines 
have established an unusual record for economy—both of fuel and of upkeep 
expense. 

“Th ese tractors”, declares Mr. Florance, “do twice the work on half the 
fuel per hour that my previous tractors did. Have cut operating cost at least 50%. 

“I consider the high class of workmanship and high quality of materials 
that are featured in the construction of these tractors responsible for their long 
working life. 

“Their low-cost maintenance and operating economy are outstanding. The 
service given by my ‘Caterpillar’ dealer has proved invaluable and efficient.’ 













47,200-HOUR VETERAN 

STILL POWERFUL ANI 


Above is shown S. V. Christierson's Diesel Forty 
that has operated more than 47,200 houril 


This "Caterpillar” Diesel Forty Tractor has a proud record of working 47,200 
hours in its 10 busy years of heavy farming work. 

Its serial number is 3G40 and it took over its duties in 1934 for S. V. 
Christierson, Major Distributing Company, Salinas, California. 

For several years, No. 3G40 was called upon to work 'round the clock, 
the year 'round to keep abreast of its heavy schedule—imposed by continuous 
cropping of a large acreage in vegetables, sugar beets and beans. 

No. 3G40 has pulled the plow, the chisel and the disk—has leveled land, 
made irrigation ditches, pulled the bean harvester—and at times, has furnished 
her power and traction in helping loaded vegetable trucks from muddy fields 
so they could speed to market! 

But mainly, tough work-battered old No. 3G40 has kept right on paying 
her way as a member of the 9-unit "Caterpillar'' Diesel Tractor fleet—which 
Major Distributing Company now owns! 

". . . as powerful and as dependable as the day it was purchased over 
10 years ago,” declares Mr. Christierson of veteran 3G40! 








THREE MAJOR REASONS 


BEHIND THESE RECORDS! 



Behind the records of the “Long Timers” cited in this booklet —of machines 
that have piled up working-hour totals of double , treble and even quadruple 
the commonly accepted useful life-span of heavy-duty tractors—there are 
3 major reasons: 

O “Caterpillar” builds exceptionally long life into Diesel tractors—with 
positive protection of vital parts against dust and other “foreign agents” — 
with provision for effective lubrication—with the use of materials highly 
resistant to wear and breakage. Yes, and with 40 years of track-type 
tractor experience. 

These machines, without exception, have received conscientious owner 
care. 

The long-continued performance of “Caterpillar” Diesel Products is backed 
by the resources, skill and equipment of a "Caterpillar” Dealer. The after¬ 
sales service policy of the “Caterpillar” Dealer organization sets a stand¬ 
ard which is the envy of the power machinery world! 

The second reason is up to the owner. Numbers 1 and 3 
are “standard equipment” when you buy “Caterpillar.” 
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